Study Field Background Info

For Undergraduate

Physics Majors and Minors
1. Who studies physics and how prepared are they?
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MCAT is a medical school entry exam. The performance of

Physics Majors in these exams tells something about how

prepared physicists are compared to their university peers.
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Finally, sometimes one learns fastest from the mistakes other people have already made. Here is an interesting paper on what people have done wrong in studying Physics:

http://arxiv.org/ftp/physics/papers/0605/0605152.pdf
“Five Frequently Fatal Freshmen Physics Fantasies”
The authors warn against the following:
•Fantasy of the miracle finish

•Fantasy of the soft hearted professor

•Fantasy that college is a simple extension of high school

•Fantasy that weak areas won’t be tested

•Fantasy that passing is more important than learning

2. What do people do with a bachelor degree in physics?
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[image: image5.png]Figure 11. Long-term career goals for physics bachelor's by immediate outcome, classes of
2003 & 2004.
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[image: image6.png]Figure 8. Initial employment sectors of physics
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5to 8 Years After Graduation
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	Websciences International


3. What do physics bachelors earn after graduation?
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Starting salaries by field:
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[image: image17.png]Figure 4. Perception of job market, 2001 physics seniors.
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4. What do physics bachelors think about their education?
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5. How do minorities do in physics?
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6. How do physics bachelors go on academically?

[image: image26.png]Figure 1. Highest degree obtained by physics bachelors
5 to 8 years after graduation.
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[image: image29.png]Figure 2. Rating of physics bachelors education as preparation
for graduate school.
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[image: image30.png]Figure 3. Postbaccalaureate plans by type of physics department,
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[image: image31.png]Figure 6. Fields of study for physics bachelor's continuing directly on
to graduate school, classes of 2003 & 2004.
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7. How do physics bachelors choose their university and what matters to them about school?
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8. How does physics compare to other fields?
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[image: image38.png]Figure 5. Response to the question, “If you could do it over again, would
you still major in physics?”, by post-degree plans, 2001 physics seniors.
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